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Grace and Peace in the name of Our Lord &
Savior Jesus Christ,

BLC! November is the month to be grate-
ful and | am so overwhelmingly grateful for
YOU. | am grateful for your love of Jesus and
how it overflows to all you meet. You are a
wonder!

As we have been working on making sure that everyone feels
welcome and safe in our church, | came across a helpful flowchart
on welcoming within congregations. It is included in this issue of
The Bridge. You can see the difference between an “Inviting Congre-
gation,” an “Inclusive Congregation,” and a “Radically Welcoming
Congregation.”

There is no question that BLC is VERY welcoming and open. But
even the most welcoming and loving congregation can continually
be improving how it integrates and receives new family members.
Are there hidden rules that could be jettisoned to help newcomers
feel like they are able to freely contribute and participate? Are
there customs that could be explained better so as to include others
in our community? Are we truly allowing the new talents, insights
and creativity that come with our new members to make us a better
and more effective congregation?

As our congregation continues to grow, let us purposefully allow
the new growth to change us as a church for the better. Let us wel-
come it and allow it to bless us in new ways so that we can in turn
be a blessing to others. May we be a radically welcoming place that
is “transformed and transforming, with open doors and open
hearts.”

Much love!
Pr Bethany



Dayl i ght aving Tin
Sunday, November
Remember to set your
one hour on Saturd
Al | Saints?® Day

In the first days and years of Christianity, all Christians
were often called saints (see 1 Corinthians 1:2, NRSV). As time
went on, certain Christians who lived holy and sanctified lives be-
came special examples of truly |i°
dedication and service on God?3s b
ognized these very pious souls, the Roman Catholic Church began
to cherish them as true saints, commendable as examples to be
remembered and appreciated. It was and is still the Pope who, af-
ter a thorough examination of the life of the holy person under
consideration, can officially designate the person as a saint.

Protestants, following the New Testament, may still con-
sider all Christians as saints. Yet those very unique Christians who
have exhibited great commitment to Christ in special ways are
often hailed as being saintly, especially after death. Phillips Brooks,
for example, an Episcopal priest in Boston, was honored for his

godliness with a statue placed in
The sculpture depicts Christ resting his hand upon Brooks.

On Al | Saint s?3 Day, al | Chri st
like Brooks who have faithfully passed the torch of faith and ser-
vice to Christ3s followers.

A special service of worship will take place on Sunday,
Nov. 5 to remember those who have passed away in the last year.

1ST BREAKFAST S
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, \
November 5, 8:45 to 9:45 am, for our 1st

Breakfast! Free -will offerings gratefully ac-
cepted.

If you can help, please contact Barry or Bren-
da Harter.
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Our Congregational meeting will be
directly after the service on Sunday,
November 19. We will be voting on
the 2018 budget and council mem-
bers.

All members of BLC — please plan on staying for this important
meeting!

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY INVITATION!

Pastor Bethany and Beau are celebrating birthdays this month!
Join us in the Fellowship Hall after the service on November 12
for a special treat and wish them both a happy birthday.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

The women
onfuesday,

It's not too soon to start checking the grocery ads and pick-
ing up a few items each week for our Christmas Food Bas-
kets. Burlington Lutheran Church will be supporting 20 fami-
lies in our community.

A shopping list of the suggested staples that we give each
family can be found on the table in the Narthex. Donations
can be left on the table in the Fireside Room.
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FOUR NEW FICTION BLC LIBRARY BOOKS

FOR YOUR FALL READING!

To Be Where You Are by Jan Karon

ford. Newlyweds Dooley and Lace face a crisis that

Join Father Tim and Cynthia as they return to Mit-
turns their household upside down.

Read the three new books in the Miracles of Marble
Cove Series. Each book is written by different au-

thors and the third book by a Mother and Daughter

team who are also best friends.

Seaside Summer by Pam Hanson and Barbara Andrews

The View From the Lighthouse by Melody Carlson

Finding Grace by Anne Marie Rodgers

2.
3.



NOVEMBER SCHEDULE

Rev. Bethany Hull Somers,Pastor
Sean BendicksonWorship & Music Leader
Sheri Logan,Office Administrator
Lynne Berg,Organist
Matthew Ranten, Sound Technician
Selena Guadamuz Nursery Attendant
Randy Dalaba, Custodian

Nov. 3:Memori al preparations, 10 a
Nov. 4:Judith Ranten Williams memo
Nov. 5:1st Break%:as3 ,am,. 4/el | ows hi
Nov. 9:Quilters, 9 am, Fellowship
Nov. 12New member class after wors
Nov. l19Congregational meeting, aft
Nov. 21BLC Women, 10: 30 am, Confer
Nov. 21Deadline for December Bridg
Nov. 230OFFI CE CLOSED for Thanksgi v
Nov. 29Counci | meeting, 6 pm
Every Sunday:

Adult Bible Stud

BLC Praise Team

Wor ship Service,

El Camino wor shi

Every Wednesday:

Praise Team rehe

6: B0 p m, Sanctuar

: Burlington Lutheran Church :

: 134 E. Victoria Avenue, Burlington, WA 98233 :

. 360-755-0729 + burlingtonlutheran@gmail.com .

. www.burlingtonlutheran.org :

. Office hours: 9 am-3:30 pm, TuesWed-Thurs .

. Pastor Bethany Hull Somers .

. 360-202-7333 + burlingtonlutheranpastor@gmail.com

. Check in and “Likepg us oh Fa
. Follow the church on twitter: @blc_pastor .

BLC Staff



