
BURLINGTON LUTHERAN CHURCH 

THE BRIDGE 
November 2017 

Grace and Peace in the name of Our Lord & 
Savior Jesus Christ, 
 

     BLC! November is the month to be grate-
ful and I am so overwhelmingly grateful for 
YOU. I am grateful for your love of Jesus and 
how it overflows to all you meet. You are a 
wonder! 
     As we have been working on making sure that everyone feels 
welcome and safe in our church, I came across a helpful flowchart 
on welcoming within congregations.  It is included in this issue of 
The Bridge. You can see the difference between an “Inviting Congre-
gation,” an “Inclusive Congregation,” and a “Radically Welcoming 
Congregation.” 
     There is no question that BLC is VERY welcoming and open. But 
even the most welcoming and loving congregation can continually 
be improving how it integrates and receives new family members. 
Are there hidden rules that could be jettisoned to help newcomers 
feel like they are able to freely contribute and participate? Are 
there customs that could be explained better so as to include others 
in our community? Are we truly allowing the new talents, insights 
and creativity that come with our new members to make us a better 
and more effective congregation?  
     As our congregation continues to grow, let us purposefully allow 
the new growth to change us as a church for the better. Let us wel-
come it and allow it to bless us in new ways so that we can in turn 
be a blessing to others. May we be a radically welcoming place that 
is “transformed and transforming, with open doors and open 
hearts.”  
 

Much love! 
Pr Bethany 



Time to Fall Back! 
 

Daylight Saving Time ends on  
Sunday, November 5!  

Remember to set your clocks back  
one hour on Saturday night. 

All Saints³ Day 
  

 In the first days and years of Christianity, all Christians 

were often called saints (see 1 Corinthians 1:2, NRSV). As time 

went on, certain Christians who lived holy and sanctified lives be-

came special examples of truly living ´above the crowdµ in their 

dedication and service on God³s behalf. As other Christians rec-

ognized these very pious souls, the Roman Catholic Church began 

to cherish them as true saints, commendable as examples to be 

remembered and appreciated. It was and is still the Pope who, af-

ter a thorough examination of the life of the holy person under 

consideration, can officially designate the person as a saint. 

 Protestants, following the New Testament, may still con-

sider all Christians as saints. Yet those very unique Christians who 

have exhibited great commitment to Christ in special ways are 

often hailed as being saintly, especially after death. Phillips Brooks, 

for example, an Episcopal priest in Boston, was honored for his 

godliness with a statue placed in front of Boston³s Trinity Church. 

The sculpture depicts Christ resting his hand upon Brooks. 

 On All Saints³ Day, all Christians should remember those 

like Brooks who have faithfully passed the torch of faith and ser-

vice to Christ³s followers.  

 A special service of worship will take place on Sunday, 

Nov. 5 to remember those who have passed away in the last year. 

1ST BREAKFAST  
 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
November 5 , 8:45 to 9:45 am, for our 1st 
Breakfast! Free -will offerings gratefully ac-
cepted.  
 

If you can help, please contact Barry or Bren-
da Harter.  



+ Christian Symbols +  
 

#ÏÒÎÕÃÏÐÉÁ 
 

 #ÏÒÎÕÃÏÐÉÁȟ Á 'ÒÅÅË ×ÏÒÄ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ 
ȰÈÏÒÎ ÏÆ ÐÌÅÎÔÙȟȱ ÈÁÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÉÎ 'ÒÅÅË ÍÙȤ
ÔÈÏÌÏÇÙȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÎÕÃÏÐÉÁ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÒÅÌÉȤ
ÇÉÏÕÓ ÓÙÍÂÏÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÓÔÁÍÐÅÄ ÏÎ 
*Å×ÉÓÈ ÃÏÉÎÓȢ /ÖÅÒǨÏ×ÉÎÇ ÈÏÒÎÓȟ ÎÏ× ÃÏÍȤ
ÍÏÎ ÁÓ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÐÉÅÃÅÓȟ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ 
ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÚÅ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȢ  

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
 
Pastor Bethany will hold a new member 
class on Sunday, November 12, for those 
interested in joining Burlington Lutheran 
Church. It will be after the service in the Fel-
lowship Hall and will include a meal. Babysit-
ting will also be provided. Please let Pastor 
Bethany or the church office know if you plan 
on attending. 

 Our Congregational meeting will be 
directly after the service on Sunday, 
November 19. We will be voting on 
the 2018 budget and council mem-
bers. 
 

All members of BLC — please plan on staying for this important 
meeting! 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY INVITATION! 
 

Pastor Bethany and Beau are celebrating birthdays this month! 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after the service on November 12 

for a special treat and wish them both a happy birthday.  



MAIL CARTS 
 

Remember to check your mail folders in 
the Narthex!   If you donõt have a fold-
er - or a name tag, and youõd like one, 
please sign up on the clipboard located 
on the nametag table. 

Thoughts for Veterans Day 
 

     Abraham Lincoln gave his second Inaugu-
ral Address on March 4, 1865, as the Civil 
War was raging. He said, ñFondly do we hope 
ð fervently do we pray ð that this mighty 
scourge of war may speedily pass away.ò 
     Lincolnôs next paragraph is especially ap-
propriate for Veterans Day: 
     ñWith malice toward none; with charity for 
all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in; to bind up the nationôs 
wounds; to care for him who shall have borne 
the battle, and for his widow and his orphan ð to do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among our-
selves, and with all nations.ò 
     When President Lincoln finished his classic oration, he report-
edly kissed the Bible and left the platform. He was assassinated 
the next month. 
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4ÈÅ ÑÕÉÌÔÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ 
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ Ϋȟ ÁÔ Ϋ ÁÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 
(ÁÌÌȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÁËÅÓ ÑÕÉÌÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ 
ÎÅÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÍÉÌÅÓÔÏÎÅÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÅÎÉÏÒÓȢ  
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ×ÁÙȟ 
ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȢ .Ï ÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙȦ 



BURLINGTON LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
(BLCW) 

 

The women of the church will meet for Bible study  
on Tuesday, November 21, at 10:30 a.m. All women  
are invited to join them in the conference room! 

 

For more info, contact Avis Robinson or Fran Hansen. 

SHOPPING FOR THE CHRISTMAS BASKETS  
 

It's not too soon to start checking the grocery ads and pick-

ing up a few items each week for our Christmas Food Bas-

kets. Burlington Lutheran Church will be supporting 20 fami-

lies in our community.  
 

A shopping list of the suggested staples that we give each 

family can be found on the table in the Narthex. Donations 

can be left on the table in the Fireside Room.  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR   
 

Mark your calendar for the Annual Christ-
mas Craft Sale on  Sunday, December 3 !  
All proceeds from the sale support the 
Christmas Basket Project. For more infor-
mation, please contact Janice Burwash.    

R̛̖̜̠̐̌̓̕ ̛̙̜̎̈̌̍̓ 
 

 When a national day of thanksgiving was established on the 
fourth Thursday in November, it was not because that was a particularly 
thankful day. It was intentionally chosen precisely because of its arbi-
trariness to remind us to say ñthanksò on a daily basis for the bounties 
God has heaped upon our lives. 
 For Christians, every Sunday is a Thanksgiving feast day. Eve-

ry Sunday at worship, we give thanks for the 
greatest event ever to hit planet Earth, the great-
est ñopeningò in human history ð the open 
tomb, testifying to Jesusô resurrection. Every 
Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday. Every Sunday 
dinner is Thanksgiving dinner. 



BECAUSE OF YOU 
 

Rev. Kirby Unti, Synod Bishop, 
Northwest Washington Synod 
Article from The Spirit, November 2017 
 

     For years I have been a regular reader of the 
Seattle Times Obituary pages. One Sunday in Oc-
tober, I recognized the name of a woman who 
was in elementary school when I was a member at Prince of 
Peace in Shoreline. I didnôt know her well, but I did know her 
parents and siblings. My heart hurt for them. My heart was also 
filled with gratitude as I remembered how important her father, 
Dr. Andy Haug, had been in encouraging me as I was being 
formed for pastoral ministry. Dr. Haug was one of many at 
Prince of Peace that welcomed me as a young person and encour-
aged me to pursue Godôs call. When the time came for me to 
head off to Seminary, I did so knowing not only that Prince of 
Peace committed to paying a portion of my tuition, they were 
cheering me on. Seminary was not an easy journey for me and 
there were times when I seriously questioned whether I was fit 
for the calling. It made a huge difference for me to know that, in 
spite of my challenges, I had a company of people who continued 
to believe in me. I could always count on Dr. Haugôs full-of-life 
smile and hearty handshake when I returned home during my 
breaks. I needed this encouragement to continue. 
     Who are the people who have cheered you on in your journey 
of faith?  Who are the people that continued to believe in you and 
affirm you - even in times of uncertainty?  Who are those faithful 
folks who saw to it that there was a church, a place for you to 
grow more deeply in your relationship with God?  People whose 
own generosity of time and talent undergirded a congregation in 
which you learned about the power of Godôs grace, the joy of 
loving your neighbor, and the teaching of scripture that gifted 
you with a way to make sense of this complicated world? 
     These are the people - the Dr. Haugs of the world - that we 
want to express our gratitude to as we enter into our Capital 
Campaign titled, BECAUSE OF YOU! Because of you, Dr. 
Haug, I have had a rich and blessed ministry of serving the 
church you taught me to love. Because of you, Kim and I will be 
offering up a financial gift to be sure that the legacy of grace and  

 

Cont.ôd on next page  



love for neighbor continues. It is about giving because we have  
received far more from the church than we will ever be able to 
return. 
     Kimôs own story is shaped by the many faithful people at 
University Lutheran who encouraged her to become a leader. 
They were there for her when as a young person she began to do 
youth ministry. They made it possible for her to attend the Lu-
theran World Federation meeting in Dar es Salaam They mod-
eled for her what it meant to welcome refugee families from 
Southeast Asia, which later in life would inspire us to adopt a 
child. 
     BECAUSE OF YOU! is a wonderful way for those of us who 
love this church to offer a gift of gratitude in appreciation of 
those who have passed the faith on to us. It is a way for us to in-
vest in the future. 
     We hope to raise 3 million dollars which we, as a Synod, will 
leverage to continue to help support the cost of seminary educa-
tion, just as Prince of Peace helped me. We will also use the 
monies for strengthening renewing congregations. Finally, we 
will support our new ministry starts who are focused on reaching 
people who otherwise would not know what it means to experi-
ence life through the lenses of our Lutheran faith. 
     In todayôs world we call this, ñPay it Forward.ò  Because of 
you, we will. 

FOUR NEW FICTION BLC LIBRARY BOOKS  

FOR YOUR FALL READING! 
 
To Be Where You Are by Jan Karon  

 

Join Father Tim and Cynthia as they return to Mit-

ford. Newlyweds Dooley and Lace face a crisis that 

turns their household upside down.  

 

Read the three new books in the Miracles of Marble 

Cove Series. Each book is written by different au-

thors and the third book by a Mother and Daughter 

team who are also best friends.  

 

1.   The View From the Lighthouse by Melody Carlson  

2.   Finding Grace by Anne Marie Rodgers  

3.   Seaside Summer by Pam Hanson and Barbara Andrews  



NOVEMBER SCHEDULE 
 

 
Nov. 3:  Memorial preparations, 10 am, Fellowship Hall 
Nov. 4:  Judith Ranten Williams memorial service, 2 pm 
Nov. 5:  1st Breakfast, 8:45-9:45 am, Fellowship Hall 
Nov. 9:  Quilters, 9 am, Fellowship Hall 
Nov. 12: New member class after worship, Fellowship Hall 
Nov. 19: Congregational meeting, after worship service 
Nov. 21: BLC Women, 10:30 am, Conference Room 
Nov. 21:   Deadline for December Bridge 
Nov. 23: OFFICE CLOSED for Thanksgiving 
Nov. 29: Council meeting, 6 pm 
 
Every Sunday:  
Adult Bible Study, 9 am 
BLC Praise Team practice, 9 am 
Worship Service, 10 am 
El Camino worship service,12 pm 
 
Every Wednesday: 
Praise Team rehearsal,  
6:30-8 pm, Sanctuary 

Burlington Lutheran Church 
134 E. Victoria Avenue, Burlington, WA  98233 

360-755-0729    +    burlingtonlutheran@gmail.com 
www.burlingtonlutheran.org 

Office hours:  9 am-3:30 pm, Tues-Wed-Thurs 
 

Pastor Bethany Hull Somers 
360-202-7333   +   burlingtonlutheranpastor@gmail.com 

 

Check in and ´Likeµ us on Facebook.     
Follow the church on twitter: @blc_pastor 

 

BLC Staff 
Rev. Bethany Hull Somers, Pastor 

Sean Bendickson, Worship & Music Leader 
Sheri Logan, Office Administrator 

Lynne Berg, Organist 
Matthew Ranten, Sound Technician 

Selena Guadamuz, Nursery Attendant 
Randy Dalaba, Custodian 


