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…For where your treasure is, there your  
heart will be also. –Matthew 6:21 

 

Greetings BLC! 
 

A few years ago Beau and I sat down with a 
financial planner. Our first task was to record 
every cent that we spent for a month. It was a 
very illuminating exercise. We could not believe all the money that we 
wasted with things that were not essential and how little we were sav-
ing and investing. Needless to say, that hard look at our finances 
changed the way that we spent money. It also made us look at our 
dreams and goals as a family and invest accordingly. A few months lat-
er, as money got tight on one income after I went home to be with our 
kids, we traded in a new car and bought a used car with cash, we elimi-
nated our latte habit, we cut back our cable bill, we got smarter with 
grocery purchases, we stopped going out to eat so often. But we never, 
ever stopped giving to charity.  Because, as the Scriptures tell us, 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

If it is true that where your treasure is, your heart is also and you had a 
divine audit– where would your heart be?  If the money that you spent 
was tallied up and presented to you, what would your investment 
show? Would all your money be toward housing, vehicles, education, 
toys, vacations, food? How much would be toward furthering the King-
dom? Toward the healing of the world?  
 

All of the work of this church is funded by the congregation. We do not 
get money from the ELCA, we do not get money from the government, 
we do not get money deposited into our bank account from heaven 
(wouldn’t that be cool). Everything we do at 134 E. Victoria is funded 
and fueled by the congregation. It is here that we join our resources to 
the power of the Spirit and watch what God’s grace can do with our 
offerings.                                                                                     Cont.’d next page 



Things have been going so well at BLC. Attendance is up, giving is up, 
energy and excitement about what the Holy Spirit is doing in our midst 
is high. This is a great place to be. If we want to stay here, we do not 
need to change a thing. But...with this excitement comes the hope of 
even more grace, love and service. There is so much more than the 
status quo available to us. There is the possibility of more ministry, 
staff, and outreach. What is your dream for BLC? 
 

In the coming month we will be inviting you to look at your finances 
and consider pledging to be a regular giver at BLC. This place is a beau-
tiful family of hope and joy and the possibilities are endless. If your 
part of your heart belongs to this church, consider putting your treas-
ure here as well. Beau and I give monthly to BLC and we are so grateful 
to get to do so. Our children love coming to church, we see every week 
how this church changes lives for the better and we see a bright future 
for this community. Will you invest in this place with us?  If you do not 
have the financial means, invest your time, your resources, your pray-
ers – but be a part of the ministry God is doing in and through BLC. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Pr Bethany 

The following people make up the Burlington Lutheran  

Church council.  If you have any questions or concerns  

about BLC, please let one of them know! 
 

Executive Committee: 

Pastor Bethany Hull Somers 

President:  Barry Harter 

VP:  Alan Heyntsen 

Treasurer:  Janice Burwash 

Secretary:  Kari Ranten 

 

Council members: 

Jerry Butterfield 

Pam Dix 

Hannah Eger 

Clayton Farrell  

John Small 

Mark Thomas 



Dear members and friends of Burlington Lutheran,  
 
We are in the midst of an exciting time at BLC. Attendance is 
growing, including families with young children who add to the 
joyful noise at Sunday morning worship. In addition, giving 
has also increased—which shows a commitment to the mission 
and ministry of God at Burlington Lutheran Church. 
 
In response to this spirit-filled energy, your Church Council 
(along with the Budget and Finance Committee), has begun a 
conversation on establishing a Mission Endowment Fund.  
 
What is a Mission Endowment Fund? A congregational 
Mission Endowment Fund is an investment fund that supports 
current and future ministry of the church—through an annual 
distribution amount set by the congregation and the fund 
leadership. An established endowment fund provides opportu-
nities for giving above and beyond regular offerings, through 
gifts such as planned giving and bequests. 
 
How do we begin the process of establishing a Mission 
Endowment Fund? The first step is selecting an Endow-
ment Task Force—a group of people with a sense of God’s 
mission for BLC, and a passion for stewardship of Gods’ gifts 
to us. It also helps, but is not required, if some members of 
the task force have knowledge of financial matters. There is 
assistance available from both the ELCA and our local Synod. 
 
If you are interested in serving on this task force please con-
tact me or Barry Harter, our council president.  
 
Janice Burwash 
BLC Congregational Treasurer 
 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Mat-
thew 6:21 (NIV)  If I may paraphrase this familiar verse, es-
tablishing and donating to an endowment fund is a tangible 
way to place our treasure where our hearts lie—with God’s 
mission and ministry at Burlington Lutheran Church.  

1st Breakfast Kick-off 
 

1st Breakfast will start up again on Septem-

ber 11th, and will continue on the 1st Sun-

day of every month.  Please join us from 9-

9:45 for a delicious breakfast prepared by 

the Harters and the Browns!  If you’d like to help 

prepare or clean up, contact Barry or Brenda Harter.   



Don't Miss the Gifts of Fall  

Kirby Unti, Bishop 
Northwest Washington Synod 
Article from The Spirit, September 2016 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for  
every matter under heaven...    --Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
I love the summer! Summer comes with longer days 
and wonderful displays of sunshine. It is the season to sit out on the 
back deck with drink in hand and, when the sun sets, light the outdoor 
fireplace. Summer is when we launch the boat and spend time on the 
water.   It is when we try to grab a week at Chelan and a few days at 
the beach. 
  
I used to think that things slowed down in the summer. I am not sure 
this is true but summer time does have a different rhythm to it. There is 
something that is so kind about summer. 
  
This is why I cling to summer and resist the fall. In the Fall the days 
grow shorter. The mornings are cold. It is hard to know what to wear. 
What works well in the morning needs to be shed in the afternoon. Fall 
is when the fog settles thick and some days it refuses to depart. 
  
Fall does have its special gifts. The excitement of Husky Football and 
the return of the Seahawks. When I was a kid it meant new school 
clothes and listening to my corduroy pants make noise as my legs 
scraped together. And there is a smell in the air that happens only in 
the fall. 
  
Fall colors compete with the burst of spring flora. It was my mother's 
favorite time of the year. It was one of the last joys she experienced in 
her life. 
  
I like the crispness of Fall. It wakes one up without the piercing pain of 
winter. Winter is what I dread. It can be summed up in one word, dark. 
What makes it worse is you then have to add cold and wet. The three 
combined I don't find friendly. The best that winter has to offer is fresh 
fallen snow, a rare phenomenon in Puget Sound - and of course my 
daily ritual of gathering at the fireplace. 
  
I count the days of winter hoping they will past. Unfortunately, the 
more I count, the longer winter seems. Each day brings a kind of effort 
with it. Winter is the longest season of the year. Winter hangs on and  

Cont.’d on next page 



only reluctantly yields to spring. Spring is a season of delight. It begins 
for me on the first early morning when I hear a bird song. The birds are 
Spring's prelude. Spring is when I believe that life once again will 
mean me well. Spring is when death gives way to life and life abounds. 
  
I thank God for the seasons, even winter. How boring life would be to 
live with but one season. There would be nothing to look forward to 
and nothing to overcome. 
  
May you be blessed with a wonder-filled fall. For the church it is a 
time to be gathered again. It is a time to return. It is a time to regain our 
balance and enter the journey of another year. 

GODõS WORK, OUR HANDS 
 

As our ELCA presiding Bishop, Elizabeth 
Eaton, likes to say, òWe are church for the 
sake of the world.ó What we do at 134 E. 
Victoria Street has implications for our 
community. We are strengthened to be 
salt and light to the world through our 
worshipping community. It is a beautiful 
thing, then, we have the opportunity to do acts of service 
together.  
 

Mark your calendars for 9/11 Godõs Work, Our Hands 
Sunday. We will gather that morning for a delicious break-
fast of Biscuits and Gravy and then head up to the Sanc-
tuary for a short service of communion. After we have been 
strengthened physically (by the biscuits and gravy) and 
spiritually (by the Lordõs supper), we will move forward in 
service. There will be two projects ð one will be a service 
project provided by Skagit Domestic Violence & Sexual As-
sault Services and one will be at BLC putting together 
goodie bags for the Cup of Cool Water ministry. We are 
blessed to be a blessing to our community, do not miss 
this opportunity to be church for the sake of the world.  
 

If you are interested in helping ahead of time, please con-
sider donating to the Cup of Cool Water ministry:  bottled 
water, protein bars, fruit leather/snacks, small bottles of 
hand sanitizer, toothbrushes/toothpaste (travel size pre-
ferred), or cash for bus passes.  Thank you!  



STEWARDSHIP 
 

This month we are continuing our Stewardship emphasis based on 2 

Corinthians 8:1-7.  
 

Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity encourages us to grow in our 

faith and walk with the Lord through æpercentage livingçågiving God 

an intentional portion of our day and our life.  
 

So far weéve focused on: 

Giving God our Day through devotional prayer, and  

Giving God our Sabbath through gathering and participating in  

worship.  
 

This month we are exploring the third of four ways that we can give to 

God: Giving of Our Spiritual Gifts through sharing our talents and abilities.  
 

As people of God, and members of the body of Christ, we are called to 

embrace the unique spiritual gifts that God has entrusted to us. We 

each have talents and abilities that may be used to bless our own lives, 

to bless the lives of others, and to bless the ministry of the church. 
 

God calls us to bless others by serving, volunteering, witnessing, and 

inviting. And when these tasksåthe work of the churchåalign with our 

own God-given abilities the result is joy, satisfaction, and a deep feeling 

of accomplishment. We are truly blessed when we discover and use our 

spiritual gifts.   
 

As BLC is looking at new opportunities for service in our community, we 

each have a chance to take a personal inventory of our own spiritual 

gifts, and consider how we are called to use those gifts in the ministry 

of the church. 
 

æNow there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
 
and there are vari-

eties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 

but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.ç 

1 Corinthians 12: 4-7 NRSV   
     

Gracious God, You are the source of every 

good and precious thing. How can we 

thank you for all you have done for us? 

With grateful hearts we will strive to do 

what is just, to show constant love, and to 

live in humble fellowship with you.  Amen.  



JOSEPHINE 
“The Suites: Inspired for Life” 

 
     When most people think of Josephine, certainly the Nursing Home comes 
to mind.  A couple of months ago, I wrote about our Saratoga Transitional 
Rehabilitation arm.  This month, I’d like to highlight our Assisted Living arm: 
“The Suites.”  The focus of The Suites is to enable residents to be as inde-
pendent as possible and to have health care and medical services customized 
to each person as needed.  I also love the tagline that might help guide them 
into the future: inspired for life.  It’s been really fun to see what kind of life 
that might actually look like. 
     The Suites residents have their own community meetings (along with their 
own president, VP, and secretary) to intentionally discuss how they might 
live well together.  Here, they will talk about things they’d like to speak with 
the staff about, changes they’d like to see in their dietary menus, purchases 
that might make the place look more beautiful (the beautiful flowers on their 
porch are a byproduct of these discussions), and give suggestions about ac-
tivities they might like to participate in.  At a time when Suites residents 
might experience some losses in moving to an assisted living facility—it’s nice 
to see opportunities they might gain to take back some ownership—and the 
important thing for me is ownership in a community—a community that 
most folks would be lacking if they were just living on their own at home! 
     I’ve also thoroughly enjoyed ways that our Spiritual Care Department has 
been able to inspire life there.  We have separate worship services in The 
Suites two Sundays a month.  On the Sundays we do not have worship there, 
we’ve been watching movies, lectures, and even presentations from fellow 
residents that might be fun to learn about and discuss.  The purpose of the 
presentations are to share the rich lives that our residents bring with them—
lives that could certainly be an inspiration to others—and lives that would be 
a shame if they were to just remain hidden.  We also hold separate Bible 
Studies in the Suites and have fun with a program called “SingFit” (which 
exercises the brain as well as just being plain fun).  I’ve had a wonderful time 
listening to the residents and offering things that might be life-giving to 
them—even something as simple as giving a former screen writer a pad of 
paper and pen so that he won’t have an excuse to not write when the inspi-
ration comes! 
     Take some time and talk our Suites Administrator to get a tour.  With my 
own parents in NYC, I’m finding out that I may have waited too long and now 
I’m scrambling a bit to find a place for them to live since they made the deci-
sion to give up their home.   Instead, I encourage you to explore in your non-
anxious times.   
 
Warmly—Chaplain Andy 



CHURCH CAMP-OUT/PICNIC:  A huge thank you 
to Curt and Diana Tveit for all the hard work they 
put into this yearôs camp-out and picnic!  We ap-
preciate everything you did to make it such a suc-
cess. 
 
FAMILY PROMISE:  Praise to God for yet another 
successful week of hosting our guests from Family 

Promise. Thanks to all those who provide meals, take a two hour even-
ing shift, spend the night, purchase food/personal items, do laundry 
and, most important, offer up prayers for our homeless families.  
 
CARL HANSEN MEMORIAL:  Dear Women and Men of the Burlington 
Lutheran Church, Thank you so much for your unwavering support!  
We would be lost without you.  I appreciate you women in the kitchen 
even more now, than I did as a little girl when you brought Kool-Aid and 
cookies in.  Sincerely, with love, The Hansen Family  
~Carol, Mark, Jeanne and Dan 

SCHOLASTIC NEWS 
 
Congratulations to the following people who 
graduated from Western Washington University 
this Spring Quarter:  Melissa Bretvick, Emily 
Brown, Jeremy King, and Jessica Tingley! 
 
 

Congratulations to Baley Heyntsen for making the Spring 2016 
Honor Roll at Burlington-Edison High School! 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP TIME  
 

If you love having coffee downstairs in the Fellowship 
Hall after the service, please sign up to host the coffee 
hour!  Volunteers are needed to make the coffee and 

bring the treats.  We will even train you on how to  
use the coffee pots and dishwasher!  



If we don³t have your email or your email 

has recently changed , please drop us a 

line at burlingtonlutheran@gmail.com  

so we can keep you informed on the latest 

happenings here at Burlington Lutheran! 

CUP OF COOL WATER MINISTRY 
 

This is a large work Iôve called you into, but donôt be over-
whelmed by it. Itôs best to start small. Give a cool cup of  

water to someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest  
act of giving or receiving makes you a true apprentice. You 
wonôt lose out on a thing. –Matthew 10:42, the Message 

 
Many people come to the doors of BLC in the course of the 
week looking for help. Because of limited resources, we cannot 
provide for the needs of each person. We do not, however, 
want anyone who asks to leave empty handed, hungry or 
thirsty. As Jesus told us, even giving a cup of cool water to 
someone who is thirsty is a powerful expression of love. In 
order to fill this need, we are gathering donations to put  
together small goodie bags for folk who come to our door. 
Each bag will have a bottle of water, a power bar, hand sani-
tizer, a toothbrush, toothpaste, and a bus pass. Please prayer-
fully consider bringing a donation for this vital ministry. You 
will find a shopping list of needs below. 

 
¶ Bottled water 
¶ Power bars (energy bars) 
¶ Fruit leather or fruit snacks 
¶ Small hand sanitizers 
¶ Toothbrushes 
¶ Small toothpaste tubes 
¶ $ for bus passes 

 
You can put your donations in the 
box in the Narthex or bring them to 
the office during business hours.  
Thank you! 



500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
 

Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the 
door of a church in Wittenberg, Germany, on 
October 31, 1517.  This is generally consid-
ered by historians to be the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation in Europe.   
 

Sunday, October 23, 2016 is the official Skagit-Island Clus-
ter kick-off celebration for the observation of the 500th Anni-
versary of the Protestant Reformation.   
  
We will gather at Salem Lutheran Church that day to mark 
the beginning of the year-long observation.  The festivities 
will culminate one year later on the actual date of the 500th 
anniversary. 
 

Please save the date and watch for more details! 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 
 

We have extended our hours.  

The new hours are 

9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday̧ Thursday. 

STARTING BACK UP FOR FALL!  
 

Our Burlington Lutheran Church Womenôs 

group, BLCW, will start meeting again on 

Tuesday, September 20 at 10:30 am .  They 

meet in the Conference room, and all women 

of the church are invited!   
 

The quilters will start meeting on  

Thursday, September 8 at 9 am .  They  

meet in the Fellowship Hall.  No sewing  

experience is necessary to help out!  

For more information,  

contact Avis Robinson or Fran Hansen.  



JOSEPHINE BBQ FESTIVAL:  Saturday, 

September 10, 11 am-7 pm, in downtown 

Stanwood.  Live music, vendors, beer, and 

BBQ sampling. Family fun and free admis-

sion!  For more information, call 386-3112. 

BURLINGTON LUTHERAN CHURCH LIFT   
 

For those with family members, friends or neighbors who are reluc-

tant to come to our church because of the stairs, please remind 

them that we have a lift at the back of the building!   

 

The lift is very simple and very safe, and it brings people directly to 

the sanctuary level by way of the parent room. Let an usher know if 

the lift will be needed.   

GREETINGS FROM FAMILY PROMISE-- 

 

We are fast approaching our "Homeless for a Night" date of September 

17th, and we need your help!  This is our major fundraiser of the year, 

and to keep the program running smoothly, we are hoping to surpass the 

$40,000 we made last year.  Here is how you and your church can help: 

 

--Encourage at least 2 folks from your congregation to participate by 

spending the night in their cars and gathering monetary donations, not 

only from congregation members, but from family and friends.  It really is 

a rewarding experience to spend the night in your car, but remember that 

another option is to gather donations and then dream about those who 

are sleeping in their cars.  You should have sponsor packets for each par-

ticipant. 

--As part of the evening, we will have a family concert (with a free-will 

offering) at 7:30  by Josh VerHalen, music director at MV  Presbyterian 

Church. Even if folks won't be spending the night, they are invited to the 

concert. 

 

Your help is essential right now in order to keep FPofSV financially 

healthy for another year.  

 

Please call (360) 766 -6690  if you have any questions.  Thanks so much 

for all you do to help the 1,000+ homeless children in our valley.  

~Peggy Bridgman 

tel:%28360%29%20766-6690


SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 
 

Sept. 8: Quilters, 9 am, Fellowship Hall 
Sept. 11: 1st Breakfast, 9-9:45 am 
Sept. 11: FAE Board meeting, 1:30-5 pm, Conference room 
Sept. 19:   Executive meeting, 5 pm 
Sept. 20: BLC Women, 10:30 am, Conference room 
Sept. 20: Caring Companions, 1 pm, Library 
Sept. 21: Deadline for October Bridge 
Sept. 26:   Council meeting, 6 pm 
   
Every Sunday:  
Adult Bible Study, 9 am 
Worship Service, 10 am 
El Camino worship service, 12 pm 

Burlington Lutheran Church 
134 E. Victoria Avenue, Burlington, WA  98233 

360-755-0729    +    burlingtonlutheran@gmail.com 
www.burlingtonlutheran.org 

Office hours:  9 am-3:30 pm, Tuesday-Thursday 
 

Pastor Bethany Hull Somers 
360-202-7333   +   burlingtonlutheranpastor@gmail.com 

 

Check in and ´Likeµ us on Facebook.     
Follow the church on twitter: @blc_pastor 

 
BLC Staff 

Rev. Bethany Hull Somers, Pastor 
Sheri Logan, Office Administrator 

Lynne Berg, Organist 
Matthew Ranten, Sound Technician 

Randy Dalaba, Custodian 


